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8 « Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
«« The generous Plan of Power deliver'd down 
« From Age to Age by your renown'd Forefathers, 
«« Sodearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood. 
O, let it never periſh in your Hands! | = 
1 But piouſly tranſmit it to your Children.” | 
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DEDICATION. 


The Right Honourable GEORGE JOHN EARL SPENCER, 
FIRST LORD of the ADMIRALTY. 


— NA 


My Lo —- 


Ax Individual ſolicits Permiſſion to pay your Lord- 
ſhip that Tribute, which you have exacted from every Well- 
Wiſher to his Country, the Tribute of Gratitude. 


Your Lordſhip's unremitted Attention and Exertions in 
that moſt intereſting Department entruſted to your Direction 
give Animation and Confidenee/to a great and loyal People. 
They well know that the Preſervation of their Country de- 
pends, under Providence, on the decided Superiority of her 
naval Strength to that of her Enemy. A Rival on the Ocean 
She can at no Period admit. Britiſh Liberty is a Treaſure by 
much too precious to be left at this Hazard even for a Day. 
Her Foes muſt here ſhun the unequal Conteſt. 


But ſhou'd the unhappy. Hour ever arrive, when her natural 
Enemy ſhall be ſuffered to riſe ſuperior to Her on her Empire 
of the Seas, from that Hour let Tyranny exult; let Deſpotiſm 
clap his Wings. The Scourge of Tyrants, the Guardian of 
Freedom muſt from that Hour fall. Nor from her Fall will a 
Veſtige of Liberty be viſible in Europe.. 
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15 is <ffcflual Diſcharge of the Duties of ſome Offices in 


the State great Abilities are not eſſential. 


"* 


But in that Department, in 42 your Lordſhip preſides, 
to an ardent Love of our Country muſt be added indefatigable 
Perſeverance 1 in Duty, a critical Knowledge of nautical Af. 
fairs, a ſound Judgment pointing out the beſt Means for ob- 
taining Ends of the firſt Importance, a nice Diſcernment 'of 
Character, an inflexible Determination to take Merit by the 
Hand wherever found. Theſe, among a Variety of others, 


your Lordſhip knows to be Requiſites indiſpenſibly neceſſary 


to the Reſpectability of the Service, to the Continuation of the 


preſent Heroiſm in our Fleets, to the Oy of ae * We 


hold dear. 


No Wiſh, my Lord, can be nearer to the Hearts of Be 
than that your Succeſſors to diſtant Ages may glory in emulat- 
ing your Lordſhip in the Execution of the 3 n 
ana arduous Duties of their n FLO | 


I * the Honor to be, | 
With the utmoſt Gratitude a and ReſpeRt, 
My Lord, 5 
Your Lordſhip's molt obedient” 
And moſt humble Servant, 


ö 
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SERMON, &c. 


1ſt Chap. of ISAIAH, Part of the 2d Ver. 


I have nouriſhed and W up Children, and ny; have 
rebelled againſt me. 


Tunes: Words of God by his Prophet are ſpoken of the 

Jews for their Rebellion againſt Himſelf. They fix on 
that wretched People a Charge of the blackeſt Ingratitude : 
a Crime the moſt Comprehenſive of any, as being a very 
ſtrong Implication of various other Crimes. 


Numerous Paſſages of Scripture, which were primarily ap- 
plied to a particular People, or to particular Perſons, have in 
ſucceeding Ages been conſidered as applicable to Nations or 


$ Perſons acting in after Times their Parts on the Theatre of the 


World. Such Applications made with Juſtice have a Ten- 
dency to anſwer good Purpoſes : they are profitable both for 
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der and Exhortation : they tend to terrify the Profligate, 
and to encourage the Virtuous. | 


The Words before Us You will permit me then to conſider 
as the affecting Language of our common Parent, our venera- 
ble Country, for the Revolt of ſome of her Children from Her 
at the particular Criſis, when an Opportunity the moſt favour- 
able of evincing their Gratitude preſents itſelf ; in the Day 
of her Conflict with a mercileſs Faction aiming at univerſal 
arbitrary Power. She is not diſtreſſed that © her Adverſary 
doth magnify Himſelf againſt Her,” for here ſhe cou'd defend 
| Herſelf by the Means, with which She is furniſhed by Pro- 
vidence. But the Ingratitude of her own Sons overwhelms 
Her with Grief for the Diſhonor, which they have thus 
brought on Themſelves. And hence iſſues her Language of 
Mourning and Woe. Barely to deſert Her, who” has 
nouriſhed and brought them up” is a Proof of the total ab- 
ſence of filial Piety. But to enter into Bonds of Friendſhip 
with her Foes for ſubjugating to Tyrants their Parent, to whoſe 
maternal Care and Protection they are indebted for every 
Comfort they enjoy, how ſtrange, how unnatural, I wiſh We 
cou'd add, how incredible is Baſeneſs like this! But the World 
has ſeen the indelible Difgrace with all it's Eyes. This Crime 
of Britons has © gone out into all Lands,” and their Shame 

* unto the Ends of the Earth.” Their Apoſtacy has been 

| * told 
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« told in Gath, and their moral Turpitude has been - pub- 
ſhlied in the Streets of Aſkelon. At their wretched Conduct 
the Foes of Liberty rejoice through their Vileneſs the 
Enemies of our Country have - triumphed! Nor have their 
Plans and Tranſactions been confined to the Midnight Hour, 
to that pitchy Darkneſs congenial with their Souls; but the 
Sun in his meridian Glory has looked down on Proceedings, 
-which exhibit human Nature in a State of Depravity the moſt 


mn 


If People: conceive that they are performing a religious. 
Duty, while they ſupply the Enemies of their Country with 
the Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life, they err widely, 
and are inattentive to the Spirit of Scripture. If thine 
Enemy hunger, feed Him, if He thirſt, give Him Drink,” is 
a Command given to Individuals in their private Capacity. 
And to bend the irritated Heart to a Compliance with it is 
well worth all our Pains. For Obedience to this Precept 
wou'd extinguiſh that Rage, which 1s too apt to blaze forth 
from the Heart of the Man, who thinks Himſelf injured, and 
wou'd, (happy Exchange!) ſubſtitute Peace in it's Stead. It 
might accommodate an Enemy with that Suſtenance neceſſary 
to the Preſervation of Life: a Reflection replete with Com- 
fort! It might melt down the Heart of Him, who has been 
without Reafon an Enemy, and ſoften it into Friendſhip : 
what 
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ligatory on them with Regard to our national Enemies, they 
will find by reading the 18th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, in which this Paſſage is contained, that the Apoſtle | 
is there recommending a Variety of Duties to the Individuals 
of the ſame People in their daily Intercourſe with each other. 
He is perſuading them to © be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly Love, to be given to Hoſpi ality, to re- 
jaice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep.” He further wiſhes them, if it be poſſible, to live 
peaceably with all Men,” and directs them to Acts of Kind- 
neſs likely to make a Friend of Him, who is at preſent an 
Enemy; if thine Enemy hunger, feed Him; if He thirſt, 
give Him Drink.” Now tho' there are Duties, which We are 
bound to diſcharge to a national Enemy, yet Acts of ſuch 
_ Kindneſs towards Him, as raiſe Him to the Capacity of re- 
paying our Favours with Injuries, wou'd be nothing ſhort of - 
Acts of Cruelty to our Friends. Reaſon therefore may aſſure 
Us that ſuch cannot be the Language of an Apoſtle. 


But all Reaſoning on this Paſſage is precluded, and every 
Doubt of it's true Meaning removed, if We attend to it in the 
| Original, 


| [5] 
Original. The“ Word, which our, Tranſlation renders an 
Enemy, ſignifies no more than a private Individual, who hates 
Us, or who is hated by Us: it never means a national Enemy, 
or an Enemy in War. They, Word, which conveys that 
Meaning, bears no Relation to the Word before Us. 


Let Men therefore be cautious how they interpret Scrip- 
ture, leaſt they wreſt it not only to the Deſtruction of their 
Country, which ſome may deem a trifling Conſideration, but 
of Themſelves. 

| | OE. 

But after all, it is to be feared that our Fellow-Citizens, 

thoſe internal Friends of our common Enemy, have been but 
little influenced by a Reverence of Scriptural Doctrines, while 
by their kind Addreſſes and ſubſtantial Favors they have been 
exciting a cruel Faction to denounce War on their Country. 
Be that as it may. But an incontrovertible Truth is this, that 
in Conſequence of numberleſs unequivocal Congratulations 
and real Kindneſſes convey'd from hence to the ruling Faction 
of the Day, our Enemies have been deeply diſappointed, that 
Britons are not armed in their Support. So much Miſchief 
may devolve on a Nation from the unreaſonable Diſcontent 
and Reſtleſſneſs of a Few. | 


 * Exfpoor $ TloAggumeo' 


3 i \ «< 
® 3 fn 7 
* ? : 
9 o® 7 = 
: - 


i 


2 
The Dilcontented among Us may be divided into * 
i Claſſes, by no: Means aden «9,0 hl A on e 


The firſt Claſs contains ſome Few of the ſnperior Orders of 
People, whoſe Abilities and ſuppoſed Virtues are unrewarded 


by lucrative Employments under Government. 


The ſecond comprehends Many among ſome of our re- 
ligious Seas, and thoſe of one Se& in particular: who, tho 
they are in the Enjoyment of their religious Principles 
equally with the Members of the eſtabliſhed Church, reſent 


= that they are inadmiſſible to Offices i in the State. 


In the third Claſs We may place ſome in the lower Walks 
of Life, mechanics and labouring poor, who from falſe No- 


tions inſtill d into their Minds by inflammatory Writings fancy 
that a Change muſt, they know not how or why, better their 


Situation. 


Let Us be permitted to reaſon for a few Minutes with the 
firſt Claſs. It is, I believe, a ſettled Point in the Political Con- 
cerns of this Country, that the Sovereign enjoys the Right of 
ſelecting thoſe from among his Subjects to aſſiſt Him in pro- 
moting the Good of his People, whom He Himſelf ſhall ap- 


| prove of. To a Prince, whoſe chief Care is the Welfare of 
his 


"Ss 


we 


o 
* 
o = g 
* 
„ 


— 


dis People, Integrity and Talents will be the ſole Recom- 
mendations. But it cannot be, that All, who are happy in the 
Requiſites to ſerve their Country in public- Stations, ſhou'd 
gain Admiſſion into them. This wou'd fruſtrate the grand 
Purpoſe of every Government, the Public Good. But 
ſuperior Talents are not diminiſhed, nor, We ſhou'd 
hope, is public Virtue leſſened by a temporary, or even a 
perpetual Excluſion from Offices of Emolument. Was this 
the Caſe, both would be greater Rarities among Us, than We 
happily find them to be in Reality. But tho' lucrative Em- 


ployments cannot be the Portion of All, yet Something far 
more excellent, the Poſt of Honor, is attainable by every Man. 


A private Station is the Poſt of Honor, if the Man, who en- 
Joys it, tranſmits, in the preſent State of Affairs, to the Mem- 
bers of Adminiſtration every Hint, which He conceives may 
prove the Source of Advantage to his Country. The Poſt of 
Honor is the Office of a Magiſtrate, as long as in every In- 
ſtance his Adjudications are unbiaſſed by any other Motive 
than ſtrict Juſtice tempered with Mercy. Again, Thoſe, 
whoſe ſuperior Qualifieations their Sovereign may not be 
enabled to reward, may, as Members of the Legiſlature, enjoy 
the Poſt of Honor by aſliſting the Servants of the Crown at 
the preſent intereſting Criſis. At ſuch a Seaſon public Virtue 
or true Patriotiſm (for they are ſynonomous Terms) will not 


permit them to with-hold their Aid. Their Sovereign and 
tie 
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their Country have a Claim on them for Aſſiſtance as here- 
ditary Counſellors of the Kingdom and Repreſentatives of 
the People: exalted Stations! which will be deemed honor- 
able, as long as the Duties annexed to them ſhall be honorably 
diſcharged. It is by Virtue chat Title is ennobled.” This is 


the only real Diſtinction between Man and Man. A Brilliant 


This, which We daily ſee conferring Luſtre on Royalty. 


The Gem, by which their Sovereign has rivetted the Aﬀec- 
tions of a diſcerning Pcople; is not affixed to, the Britiſh 
Diadem, but is found enthroned in the Heart of the Father of 


his Country. A Patriot Prince cou'd alone ſtamp Perfection 
on our glorious Revolution. Nor did it receive the Impreſſion 


of her all-beauteous Image, till our Seats of Juſtice were 
liberated from Control. The Man, who relies on his Station 
alone for Honor, 1s unworthy of both. Let Him know that 


He owes his Rank to the Virtues of his Anceſtors ; and in 


theſe let Him rival the moſt Illuſtrious of his Progenitors. 
He, who merits his Elevation, will ſeize every Opportunity of 
dignifying it by ſplendid Atchievements for his King and 
Country; a Duty © one and indiviſible ;” for, in the preſent 
Reign at leaſt, the Friend of the one cannot but be the Friend 
of both. | 


But for a Moment let Us diveſt a Man, who through the 

meritorious Deeds of his Anceſtors inherits Diſtinction, of 
| Giga | 

| ſuch 
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ſuch Virtues, as are generally inherent in the Deſcendants of 


the truly Noble. Let Us ſuppoſe Him (however ſtrange the 
Suppoſition) inſtead of aſſiſting in her Conllict wich her 
Enemies that Country, who has ©, nouriſhed and brought Him 
every Obſtacle in the Way of thoſe who are ſtruggling for the 
public Good, diſperſing pernicious Principles among the Peo- 
ple, extolling Opinions that an Engliſh Court of Judicature 
has ſolemnly condemned, aſſociating with ſome Men of 
deſperate Fortunes, the Companion of others. charged with a 
Crime the moſt, atrocious, reprobating the Continuance of a 
War denounced on Us by the moſt cruel Tyrants, with whoſe 
Names the Page of Hiſtory was ever ſtained ; of a War, in 
which had Britons not reſiſted their Attempts, Deſpotiſm had 
blotted out the Nations ; and even the Sun of Liberty, which 
illumines and invigorates this bleſt Iſland, had poſſibly been 
extinguiſhed. 


In what Language cou'd We addreſs a CharaQer of this 


Stamp? Every Attempt to reaſon with a Man reſolutely and 
coolly bent on the Ruin of Himſelf and his deareſt Con. 


nexions is likely to prove ineffectual. But probably He might 


be induced to follow the Example of his foreign Friends, 


We cou'd only therefore aſſure Him that He is acting on Prin- 
ciples diametrically oppoſite to theirs. They are ſtraining 
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every Nerve to repell the Invaders of their Country: Mx ĩs 
inviting the Enemy to invade lis Country by his Attempts to 
diminiſh the Number of ber internal Friends. They are in 
Search of ſome Sort of Government: He of Anarchy. They 
are ſtriving to form a new Conſtitution, from which they expect 
civil Liberty: He to undermine an old one, from which He 
has ever enjoyed it. | 


We might further make this Declaration to a Man of this 
dark Caſt, that had He taken in the Land ruled with a Rod of 
Iron by his beloved Regicides any one of the above numerous 
Liberties taken here with Impunity, his wily Friends, who 
have been with ſo much Cordiality addreſſed from hence, 
wou'd have put a ſpeedy Termination to his Freedoms and 
Exiſtence at the ſame Time. 


What is it that can thus infatuate Mankind? Are People 
weary of Happineſs? And is Miſery neceſlary to give them a 
due Reliſh of it, as they ſay Diſeaſe is to the true Enjoyment 
of Health? Do ſuch People wiſh for a Change of Govern- 
ment? No Man of a ſound Mind wou'd deſire a Change, but 
with the Hopes of bettering his Condition. But ſurely thoſe, 
with whom We now reaſon, cannot but ſee that no Change can 
effect an Alteration for the better in therr Situations, whatever 

| the 
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the Conſequences of a Change may way be to _— in the 
_— Walks of . | | 

Is Reſentment of their Prince's Neglect to elevate them to 
Titles and Honors the Origin of their Diſcontent and Com- 
plaints ? Thouſands poſſeſs d of as good Hearts and as en- 
lightened Underſtandings are in the mean Time employing 
both in the Caufe of their Country, untitled, unpenſioned. 
If their Murmurings iſſue from this Source, good Reaſon 
have We to congratulate with our Country and our Sovereign 
on the happy Neglect. For looſe indeed, and by a very weak 
and ſlender Tie muſt public Virtue hang at that Heart, which 
can ſhake her off by any Emotion thus cauſed; or by. an ac- 
celerated Palpitation thus occaſioned. Are the blaſted Hopes 
of Individuals a ſufficient Apology to our Country for At- 
tempts to inflame the public Mind? Has the Man, who moves 
within the Upper Circles of Life, a better Right (ſure am I 
that He has not better Reaſons) to diſturb Society, than thoſe 
beneath Him poſſeſs? If He has, whence originates this 
Right ? The Laws of his Country ſet Him in this, as in every 
other Inſtance, on an Equality with the loweſt Subject. He 
therefore uſurps an illegal Claim, which the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of the Britiſh Government can in no Caſe admit. 


True 
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True Honor, a a facred Tie, "binding. a AD. Oath, on our 


| ſupreme Court of Judicature, calls on the Man, who cannot 


live peaceably under the Conſtitution of this Country, to re- 
linquiſh it for ſome other Government, under which, He may 
fondly fancy Civil Liberty and conſequent e are at- 
tainable i in greater Perfection. 


Nor will ferling Honor ſuffer for a Moment alway Re- 
ſentment to interfere with public Character. Wherever this 
is permitted, the Name of Honor may ſtill remain, but no- 


| thing more. 


The ſecond Claſs of diſcontented People comprehends 
Many among ſome of our religious Sects, and thoſe of one 


| Seft in particular, who, tho' they are in the Enjoyment of 
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their religious Principles equally with the Members of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, reſent that they are inadmiſſible to Offices 
in the State. 


That the Government of every Country poſſeſſes the Right 
of eſtabliſhing a national Church is a Point ſettled by the 


55 univerſal Conſent of the World. So that no Man, but from 


an AﬀeQation of Singularity, will be found hardy enough to 
enter the Lifts in Support of the oppoſite Aſſertion. 


4 | 
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The Wiſdom of our Anceſtors has, agreeahly to the Practice 

of other Nations, enacted Laws, which exclude All, but the 
Members of the national Church, from holding Offices under 
Government. The Miſdom, I have ſaid, of our Anceſtors has 
enacted thoſe Laws; for under the Influence of them We have 
enjoyed internal Peace for Ages. Nor has the Legiſlature 
during all this Period ſeen any one good Reaſon for repealing 
them. 


1 


Shou' d it be aſked what Reaſon there is to ſuppoſe that our 
Tranquillity wou'd be interrupted, were thoſe Laws an- 
nulled ? The Neceſſity, which compelled our Anceſtors to 


enact them, ſeems to be a full Anſwer to this Queſtion, 


But further : to repeal Laws, which have proved the Source 
of uninterrupted Tranquillity from Age. to Age, by Way of 
Trial whether We cannot live peaceably without them, wou'd 
be an Experiment utterly inconſiſtent with the Prudence and 
Foreſight of our Legiſlature, Nor can any future Age make 
it with Reſpect to the Laws now under Conſideration, without 
imminent Danger even to the Conſtitution itſelf. 


Something like a faint Attack has indeed been lately made 
on thoſe pre-eminent Statutes. But it has ſerved only to 
prove the very ſtrong Attachment of the Legiſlature and Peo- 

E | ple 


ments to his People. 
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ple to them. Succeſs was neither expected,” nor N even 


— by the ſeeming Aſſailants. 
But let thoſe Laws be repealed in NY only. 


The Chiefs of the different Sects We will ſuppoſe to poffeſs 
Integrity and Abilities entitling them to Offices in the higher 


Departments of the State, and that through their Merit they 
have obtained them. Each of them eſteems his own religious 


Principles far more excellent than all others. Therefore each 
of them will of Courſe wiſh his own to be the eſtabliſhed 
ones. Hence firſt a Combination is entered into againſt the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Church. Shou'd Succeſs here attend their 
united Efforts (and why it ſhou'd not, no one can ſay) another 
Struggle follows among Themſelves, which Set ſhall gain the 


Aſcendancy fo far over the others, as to fix it's own religious 


Opinions as the national ones. In the mean Time the Mem- 
bers of the preſent eſtabliſned Church, who will then be a 
Sect of Diſſenters, are labouring to reſtore the Religion of 
their Fathers, and that in which Themſelves were born and 


educated, whoſe Features they conceive on a Compariſon to 
bear a more ſtriking Reſemblance to the true Beauty of Holincfs. 


The Sovereign unſuſpecting, till too late, Events-like theſe 
has now to lament his Inability to fulfil his ſolemn Engage- 


The 


FP 1 
The Heats and Atiimofitics burſting forth from religious 
Diſſenſions and Struggles for Superiority thus multiplied may 
with too good Reaſon be —— to Move the Fofehiitiners of 
civil Diſcord. | 


Our common Enemies are ever attentive to our internal 
Deratgements. No Opportunity of taking Vengeance on Us 
will they omit. Britain has too often defeated their ambitious 
Projects, and fruſtrated their Attempts at univerſal Dominion. 
And were they to remain inaftive amidſt ſuch our Diſſenſions, 
their Inactivity wou'd be unprecedented, or at leaſt wou'd be 
a Phznomenon, in their Hiſtory. | 


The above Conſequences from a Repeal of fundamental 
Statutes wou'd by no Means be a Matter of Surprize. Too 
eaſy is the Succeſſion of the preceding Events to each other, 
And amidft civil Diſcord from ſuch à Cauſe and external War 
how ſlender are the Hopes that our felicitating Conſtitution -. 
can be preſerved to Us | 


Well therefore does it become Men, who for private Reaſons 
wiſh a Repeal of thoſe Statutes, to ſtop and conſider into what 
Depth of Diſtreſs they might plunge the moſt envied People 
on the Globe, cou'd their earneſt With be obtained 
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If the 8 of our Dillefters impedes them from ac- 
cepting Offices in the State by a Conformity with the Statutes 
of the Realm, Candor might ſuggeſt to them that Conſcience too 
may in this Caſe influence their Sovereign, who ſolemnly en- 
gaged, on his becoming ſuch, to preſerve the Conſtitution in 
Church and. State: an Engagement, with which He might 


5 


judge the Diſannulling of ſuch Laws to be incompatible. 


Their Candor wou'd likewiſe inform them that the other 
Branches of the Legiſlature may be guided by the ſame in- 
ternal Monitreſs; for they too are under ſacred Engagements 


to their Country, and are well aware what are the Principles, 


which in the laſt Century effected the Murder of the Sove- 
reign, the Deſtruction of Monarchy, and the total Extirpation 
of the Church: Events, which wou'd ſhock a great Majority 
of our diſſenting Brethren, were they again to befall Us. 


Such Conſiderations will diſſuade our conſcientious Diſ- 
ſenters, as they wiſh to preſerve their Reputation of good 
Citizens, from perſiſting to petition for that, which cannot be 
granted at any Time without a manifeſt Riſque of what is moſt 


dear to them, their civil and religious Liberty. 


But ſuch a Petition at the preſent Moment, when Govern- 
ment is making it's ſtrongeſt Efforts againſt the public Enemy 


for the Protection of every Individual in his Perſon and Pro- 


perty 


. Un) 


perty —_—_ be a peta of Hearts not in Danger of 
burſting through a Super-Abundance of Gratitude. 


In Truth, it is a Matter of public Notoriety that thoſe Laws, 
of which ſome Few wiſh the Repeal, are holden in the higheſt 
Eſtimation by the Repreſentatives of the People and the Na- 
tion at large. While this is the Caſe, it is a ſelf-evident Pro- 
poſition that a Repeal of them is impracticable. And therefore 
an hopeleſs Petition for that oſtenſible Purpoſe at this Criſis 
might/it-is feared, be conceived to mean ſomething more 
than meets the Ear.“ 


Our Religioniſts are taught that they! muſt be ſubject not 
only for Wrath“ (for that is but a low Motive of Obedience) 
but alſo * :for Conſcience Sake” to their lawful Governors. 
And ſurely. Goverament, the Legiſlature, and the Generality 
of the People of every Deſcription, may well, be ſuppoſed to 
be the beſt Judges of Neceſſity in the preſent Caſe. And to 
their Opinions common Decency and juſt Reaſoning oblige the 
Individuals of particular Societies to ſubmit. 


The Sentiments of the moſt reſpectable Characters among 
our Diſſenters are, that as they enjoy a Plenitude of Indul- 
gence, as abundant as is compatible with ſound Policy, it 


wou'd be highly improper in them to aſk more, and, in the 
F Inſtance 


— A Ag 
Inſtance before Us, a moſt endangering Experiment of the 
Legiſlature to grant more. But it does not always happen 
that reſpectable Characters are the Majority of Bodies of 


Men. 
J 


Upon the whole, our late petitioning Diſſenters may be fully 
aſſured that the Statutes under Conſideration will ever be 
deemed the grand Barrier of our happy Conſtitution. And 
therefore that Government, the Legiſlature, and the People 
will guard them with a watchful Eye, as long as the Perma- 
nency of that Conſtitution ſhall be what it is at preſent, The 
general Wiſh of all Ranks and Orders. 


In the third Claſs We may place Some in the lower Walks 
of Life, Mechanics and labouring Poor, who from falſe No- 
tions inſtilled into their Minds by inflammatory Writings fancy 
that a Change muſt, they know not how or why, better their 
: Situation. 


This Claſs is comparatively leſs blameable. They cannot ſo 
properly be ſaid to act, as to be acted on; for they wou'd live 
peaceably and in Order, wou'd ſeditious Men leave them to 

themſelves. „ 


[19] 
o this Claſs I ſhall ſubmit a few plain, ſhort Rules. 


1ſt Let them © ſtudy to be quiet and to mind their own 
Buſineſs.” Obedience to this Scripture Rule will be the 
Means of procuring them much Comfort, as well as of their 
avoiding numerous Difficulties, 


' 2ndly Let them be thankful to that Government, which 
protects them in their Perſons and Property. The beſt Proof 
of their Gratitude is Obedience to the Laws. 


gdly Let them, for the preſent at leaſt, refrain from con- 
verſing on political Subjects. Such Converſations cannot be- 
nefit their Country, but are likely to cauſe Diviſions in Neigh- 
bourhoods. A Difference in Opinion may be productive of 
permanent III-Will between thoſe, who were before good 
Friends. 


4thly Let them cautiouſly avoid the Frequenting of Public- 
Houſes. There the Seditious attend at this Time for the Sake 
of diffuſing their deadly Poiſon. And there too lurks the In- 
former to enſnare the Unguarded and Unſuſpecting. 


zthly 


This Diſcourſe was delivered on the annual Feſtival of a * Society, chiefly com- 
poſed of labouring Men, who were a Part of the Audience. \ 
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5thly © If it be pollible, as much as leth in them, let them 
live peaceably with all Men.” To this good End Nothing is 
more conducive than to“ ſpeak Evil of no Man,” and to take 
Heed that in no Inſtance they © offend with their Tongue.” 

6thly Let that Charity, which © ſuffereth long and is 
kind,“ reign in their Hearts. This muſt prove the Origin of 
national Union, the never-failing Source of national Security. 


7thly Let them conſtantly attend Public Worſhip. This, 
if accompanied by Sincerity, will make them better Men and 
better Citizens. A true Chriſtian can at no Time be the 
Enemy of his Country. 


Laſtly, Let them learn to be contented in their Stations, and 
withal take every honeſt Method to better them. That Being, 
from whom We have received our differing Abilities, has 
given to every one of Us a Part, which We are to perform on 
the Theatre of the World. It does not in the leaſt affe& our 
main Concern, whether We ſuſtain the Character of a Prince 
or a Peaſant. Our chief Care muſt be to perform it well. 
This alone will gain Us the Approbation of our own Hearts 
during the Performance, and the only Applauſe and Reward 
worth obtaining at the Cloſe of the laſt Scene: Well done, 

good 
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good and faithful Servant : enter Thou into the Joy of thy 


Lord.” 


Permit me, finally, to recommend it to every Individual 
preſent, whether high or low, rich or poor, to make it his 


Study to be content with the Station allotted Him, and with the 


many peculiar Bleſſings derived on Him from the Conſtitution 
of his Country. He will find it a Study worthy all his Care; 
for it has a natural Tendency to Happineſs in both Worlds. 


On the contrary, diſcontented People not only are miſerable 
in Themſelves, but, unhappily for the World, We find them 
enabled in ſome Inſtances to communicate Miſery to others. 
Private Miſery raiſes Compaſſion. But an Earneſtneſs to 
diffuſe Miſery, by ſubſtituting Confuſion for Order, and Diſ- 
cord for Unanimity, excites juſt and univerſal Abhorrence. 


With good Reaſon then may their Country complain of and 
lament for her Sons capable of ſuch an Attempt in the mourn- 
ful Language before Us, I have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me.“ 
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